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Dear Parents/Carers,
What a wonderful term! Full of excitement, joy, energy and laughter. It has been a pleasure joining The
Oaktree and The Hermitage community and welcoming the children back this autumn, into what was almost
normal circumstances until late. The children have enjoyed spending time with their friends and getting to
know their class teachers and support staff. They've learnt such a lot already in the new topics and their hard
work and effort is evident in work books. Although it hasn't been the smoothest of ends to the term, with some
restrictions re-implemented and sickness amongst us, we got to the end in one piece with Christmas cheer still
in our lives and the support of each other.

It is this time of year when we reflect upon our value of this half term Cooperation, and consider if we have
changed our behaviours for the better as a result. It is at Christmas time, when charities work tirelessly to level
the playing field for everyone, spreading peace and joy to all. This week the children have reflected upon the
goodwill and cooperation of others, when it comes to giving to those less fortunate than ourselves - the
homeless, the hungry, the poor, a little help. It is easy to forget how lucky we are and get wrapped up in the
lists, the buying, the wrapping and the preparing. All too often we forget that this time of year is not joyous for
everyone. But if everyone does a little bit to help, it can add up to lot!
Your support this term has been welcomed too. I need to thank HOPA for their tireless effort in fundraising for
the school. The year groups have enjoyed movie nights and so many donations came flooding in, in preparation
for our Christmas Market. Have no fear, they will all be put to good use in the Spring Term Extravaganza! More
information about this will come next term. More thanks also goes to the many volunteers who continue to
visit our schools and help us to develop our grounds. A true example of 'many hands make light work' - see
overleaf for more information on our very own Santa’s little helpers this term.
In recent weeks some of our achievement awards went to children who have gone the extra mile (without being
asked) to tidy the school, help others in need and generally demonstrating their cooperation when others are
not necessarily looking - well done to you all. I trust that you all continue to see good will and cooperation
throughout the holidays as you enjoy time with friends and family and I look forward to welcoming you all back
in the new year. Merry Christmas everyone.

Seasons Greetings
Kind regards,
Mrs Spires
Executive Headteacher
The Hermitage School Academy Trust. This is a charitable company.
Oakwood Road, St. Johns Woking Surrey GU21 8UU Tel 01483 472047 Fax 01483 472313 info@hermitage.surrey.sch.uk

Reception and Year 3 Admissions
Please can we remind the parents with children in our Nursery and Year 2 classes, including parents with
pre-school siblings, that the national closing date for Reception and Junior applications for September 2022
entry is 15 January 2022. We ask that you complete an application over the Christmas holidays if you have
not already.
We strongly encourage parents to complete an application via https://www.eadmissions.org.uk/eAdmissions/
app. Parents can apply online from a smartphone or tablet as well as a laptop or you are able request a paper
application form via the Surrey Schools & Childcare Service (0300 200 1004, Mon-Fri 9am- 5pm). The
completed paper application form must be received by Surrey County Council Admissions by 15 January. Full
information is available on Surrey's website, www.surreycc.gov.uk/primaryadmissions. The Surrey Schools
& Childcare Service can also provide impartial help in completing an application. Applications received after
the closing date without an exceptional reason will be treated as late and will not be
considered until
all on time applications have been processed. This may jeopardise the chance of being offered your preferred
school for their child.

A FEW HUGE THANK YOUs!
Pond revamp
The children and staff at The Oaktree and The Hermitage schools would like to extend a huge thank you to
Green Infrastructure at Woking Borough Council for their assistance with clearing and preparing our pond
area for use once again. During the pandemic, our pond has been out of use and all the shrubs and trees were
so overgrown, it was unsafe to reopen. The charity ‘Volunteer Woking’ once again came to our rescue and
kindly partnered our project up with a team of very willing volunteers from Green Infrastructure. I think you’ll
agree a huge transformation.
Our next project involves wood work and bespoke shelf building in our STEM room. If you are handy with a
saw or know of any keen carpenters who may like to volunteer and lend a hand please do get in touch via the
school office.

Parent Helpers
We also need to say thank you to the many parents who volunteered to help sort out the books within our
new Jungle Library at The Oaktree School. It is now up and running and all children have been borrowing
books internally, ready to start bringing books home to read weekly in January. We really could not have
achieved this without your support - thank you.

Nursery

After finishing our week of learning about Knights and Dragons, the nursery children have been getting into
the Christmas spirit. We converted our nursery role play into an Elf's work shop where the children have had
the opportunity to write letters to Santa, wrap their own presents and then post them in the post box that we
created and painted together. The children have also enjoyed visiting our Christmas Cafe with friends in our
outside area. During Christmas craft day the nursery children turned old CD's into sparkly Christmas decorations, used cotton buds to decorate their Christmas trees and designed their very own Christmas jumpers.
We hope you enjoy watching Caterpillar class performing their Christmas song, 'Away in a Manger'. They have
worked extremely hard on their performance. Thank you to the parents for helping them to practice at home
and for providing all of their outfits, didn't they look good?

Year 1

The children have been working so hard this term and learning lots about their topic ‘Childhood’. They have
taken part in a toys workshop where they looked at all the different toys from the 1900’s, discussing the
different materials they were made out of and how they have changed. They even got a chance to play with
the old toys too!
Christmas craft day was a big hit this year, thank you so much for all of your generous donations. The children
spent the day developing their DT skills, learning how to join things together, build things and use stencils to
make gifts, cards and decorations.
In English, the children have been exploring the story of ‘Beegu’, learning how to write in role and recalling
the story. They have been developing their writing skills, focusing on how to construct our sentences out loud
before writing them.
This term each class has also had the opportunity to work with the Woking Cardinals again, they have been
continuing to develop their throwing and catching skills through netball.
A huge well done to all of the children in Year 1 for working so hard on their Christmas Production this year.
They all looked fantastic, they sang and danced beautifully!

Year 3

In the second half of the Autumn Term, Year 3 have been studying the Ancient Egyptians. They have been
using the STEM room to conduct experiments and also to bake in this topic.

DT—making Ancient Egyptian flatbreads
For DT this term, the children in Year 3 made flatbreads using an authentic recipe from Ancient Egypt. They
made sure that they stayed safe and hygienic while they worked.

History—How the Egyptians mummified their dead
To make mummification come to life (no pun intended), the Year 3 children followed the steps of this
process to mummify tomatoes! It was a hands-on and fun way to commit this complex process to memory.

Year 5
That draws a close to our first term in year 5, what a term it’s been! This half term the
children have been learning about World War 1. They have been able to develop their
knowledge through learning in the classroom and the great outodoors.
We visited Brookwood Cemetery where we learned so many interesting facts about the
WW1 war graves.

It was great to experience making hideouts in our outdoor learning morning. We used
natural resources alongside some of our own to set up camp. We also used camouflage to
help us blend into our surroundings.

We also made poppy scenes using
silhouettes of WW1 features. We
learnt about tint and shade of tertiary
colours, demonstrating those skills in
the backgrounds.

We also experimented with different
techniques for creating poppies. We used
different materials, sizes and
perspectives to find our favourites which
were used in our final piece.

STEM Room
The Hermitage School is very fortunate to have a brand new, well-resourced STEM room. STEM stands for:
Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths. This room is a place where classes can come and complete their
Science experiments and DT projects. This room also has a fully equipped kitchen for cookery lessons.

Science lessons
Having this room for Science now means that the children can really get to use their enquiry skills. They can set
up their experiment and decide on which resources to use and gather them themselves from the labelled
boxes. It has enthused the children and their learning of science so much this term. Below are some photos of
science in action!

DT lessons

DT, or Design Technology, includes cookery, sewing and construction. We have always had the resources for
these topics, but until now, classes have had to complete activities such as sawing in the classroom—a messy
task as you can imagine! Now, all the resources for DT lessons are stored in our new STEM room for ease of
access.
Year 3 have completed their first cookery unit and enjoyed using the new kitchen to cook their flatbreads.

Science Club
Not only is the room an excellent resource for learning in school time, it is also being used for
an afternoon science club. So far this half term, some year 3 and 4’s have thoroughly enjoyed
the freedom to investigate when given a particular theme.
Chromatography
What colour is black?

Separating the
fat in milk

Bubbles
How big could we make our
bubbles?
Could we make a bubble inside a
bubble?

This is just the beginning of the room. There
are plans to make it look even more exciting.
Watch this space!

School Council Update
This term, both The Oaktree School Council and The Hermitage School Council worked together to decide on
the three charities we will be sponsoring this year. We decided that we will raise money for Challengers, Sports
Relief and Kids Vs Cancer. In the autumn term, we were planning to raise money for ‘Challengers’ during the
Christmas Production performances but this could not happen so we will do something for this charity another
time.
In November, The Hermitage School Council delivered a Remembrance Day assembly to the whole school. We
loved having the chance to speak about the importance of this day and how so many people from different
cultural backgrounds fought for us in the war.
We have also started to think about ways we can improve our school further and this is something we will be
meeting to discuss in more detail in January.
We will also be having a baking sale in the second part of spring term to raise money for Sports Relief. Look out
for the posters School Council will be making to advertise this event.
By Leo T

Dear All,
Compliments of the season.
On behalf of the Local Governing Committee (LGC), first, I would like to thank all staff members for your
dedication and hard work throughout the year. You have shown that with hard work and determination, we can
scale heights and overcome challenges. Thank you for your resolute support for The Oaktree School and The
Hermitage School, the children, parents, and our collective communities.
It has been another challenging year for our schools, not least because of the ongoing pandemic and the
attendant compliance demands but also due to the new leadership structure. The LGC and I are indebted to staff
members who have worked tirelessly to keep the children and our school communities safe and afloat. Though
we recorded a number of Covid-19 positive cases during the year, thankfully all have recovered, and the school
remained open for most part of the year. This is no mean feat, and we should all be very proud of what we
achieved.
This year, we also welcomed the new Executive Headteacher, Mrs Claire Spires who appears to be settling in,
thanks to the support of the teachers, staff members, pupils, and the wider school community.
I must also commend pupils and parents for your incredible resilience and for following the covid rules while on
school grounds, despite all the associated inconveniences. Thank you. We appreciate you and we do not take
your support for granted.
To conclude I would like to leave you with the words of Catherine DeVrye:
“Like tiny seeds with potent power to push through tough ground and become mighty trees, we hold innate reserves of unimaginable strength. We are resilient.”
I wish you all a wonderful Christmas and a very Happy New Year.
Marian Araga
Chair of Local Governing Committee
December 2021

Hermitage Sports News
Netball
Two Year 6 Netball teams finally got to play
their postponed matches against St Lawrence
School. The Green team narrowly missed out
on winning one of their two matches. The red
team managed to win one their two matches.
All the girls played brilliantly, and put the skills
they have been working on into action. Despite
the last minutes of the match being played in
the darkness , we had a fantastic time. Thank
you to all the parents that came to support.

Swimming success
We are lucky enough to have some very talented swimmers at School. Emi, Ailsa and
Edward all recently took part in Club Champs at Woking Swimming Club, where they
swim. Ailsa achieved four Golds. Emi achieved 3 Golds. Edward achieved 1 Gold and 1
Silver, and he also recently competed in some December Dasher’s races where he
achieved 1 Gold, 2 Silver and 1 Bronze. Excellent results for all the children and we are
very proud of them.

Message for Year 2
Dear Year 2 Parents,
'What jobs do people do?' Video
Next term in our 'Living in a Wider World' Life Skills teaching we will be asking 'What jobs do people do?'. To
support the children in understanding a wide variety of jobs we would like to ask for parents to record a
5-minute video of themselves talking about their job, what they do on a day to day basis and why it is
important within our community. If you would be happy to share this video with our Year 2 children please
email your video to the office (office@oaktree.surrey.sch.uk).

Surrey Arts Music Lessons
Woodwind Lessons in 2022
Our Surrey Arts teacher, Miss Moss, has space for new pupils in January on Thursday mornings. These can
be individual or group lessons on flute, clarinet or saxophone. Tuition is open to pupils in Years 4, 5 & 6. The
Surrey Arts website gives details about cost and instrument hire or pick up a leaflet from school reception. If
you are interested but not sure what to learn, come and see Miss Moss at morning break on 6 th January and
you will be able to take a look at the instruments. Sadly, in these times, you won’t be permitted to have a
blow on them. Playing musical instruments is fun and you will quickly be able to play some tunes and join a
band in the future.
surreymusichub.com
surreycc.gov.uk/culture-and-leisure/arts

Diary Dates
The Hermitage School

The Oaktree School

5/01/22 — Start of Term

5/01/22 - Start of Term

13/01/22 — Yr3 Freshwater Theatre visit - TBC

18/01/22 —Yr2 Blue Reef Aquarium

17/01/22 to 21/01/22 - Art Week

20/01/22 —Owl Class Assembly

19/01/22 - Chestnut Class Assembly

27/01/22 —Fox Class Assembly

20/01/22 to 25/01/22— Life Bus visit

3/02/22 — Rabbit Class Assembly

26/01/22 — Hawthorn Class Assembly

7/02/22 —Yr2 Parents SATs talk – 2.15 – 3.00pm

27/01/22 - Yr4 Rainforest Workshops

14/02/22 to 18/02/22—Half Term

2/02/22 - Oak Class Assembly

21/02/22 — Inset Day

9/02/22—Yr5 Hampton Court trip

22/02/22—Children return to school

9/02/22—Monkey Puzzle Class Assembly

25/02/22—Spring Fair

14/02/22 to 18/02/22—Half Term
21/02/22 — Inset Day

3/03/22— Yr1 Parents Phonic Check Talk - 9.00 –
9.30am

28/02/22 to 4/03/22—Book Week

3/03/22 —World Book Day

28/02/22—Author Workshops

8/03/22—Parent Consultation

2/03/22 — Tamarisk Class Assembly

10/03/22— Bumbleebee Class Assembly

2/03/22 —SEND Parent/Teacher consultations 3.30
– 5.30

10/03/22— Parent Consultation

3/03/22 —World Book Day

24/03/22—Ladybird Class Assembly

4/03/22 —Book character dress-up day

30/03/22— Grandparents Festival – 9.00 – 10.30am

8/03/22 —Parent/Teacher consultations 3.30 – 6.00

1/04/22—End of Term - 1.55pm

10/03/22 —Parent/Teacher consultations 3.30 –
6.00
14/03/22 to 18/03/22—Science Week
22/03/22— Talent Show Final
23/03/22 to 25/03/22— Yr4 Hindleap Warren
residential trip

23/03/22 —Choir performing at Woking Music
Festival – Dorking Halls
28/03/22 —Yr3 Spring Celebration Event 8.50am
29/03/22 —Easter Egg Competition
30/03/22 - Science Circus Show
1/04/22 — End of term 2.00pm

17/03/22—Dragonfly Class Assembly

Woking Family Centre
Virtual SEND Parent and Carer Support Group
Taking place via ZOOM every Monday for five weeks; 10th January, 17th January,
24th January, 31st January and 7th February 2022

9.30 – 11.00am
We are excited to announce we will be running a five week virtual support group
for parents and carers of children 0 – 16 years with SEND.

We will be exploring these topics over the five weeks and there is also time for
exploring further support and information upon request.
Week 1 – Introductions (Monday 10th January)
Week 2 - Boundaries, Keeping us all safe (Monday 17th January)

Week 3 – Useful parenting tools and tips (Monday 24th January)
Week 4 – Food fads and sleep (Monday 31st January)
Week 5 – EHCP, DLA other funding options, support networks (Monday 7th Feb)

If you would like to attend the sessions, please register your interest with

kesara.cheena@woking.gov.uk and we will send you all of the log in details
needed for the session.

We look forward to welcoming you all soon
Woking Family Centre Team

