The Hermitage School

and
The Oaktree School
Newsletter
25th February 2022
Dear Parents and Carers,
Good afternoon everyone. I hope you had a great break and are looking forward to the half-term ahead. The
children have returned full of enthusiasm and joy. I was greeted on Tuesday morning at the main gates of The
Hermitage with a cheer from the children, who were waiting eagerly to see their friends and teachers again. A
great way to start the new half term!
As I walk around the two sites visiting classrooms and observing lessons, I notice the excitement and sense of
joy in the children's faces as they celebrate their achievements each and every day. Although we had to
postpone some of our class assemblies and parent events, we hope to start welcoming our parent community
back into the school to see for yourself these great achievements. This begins with parents' evenings,
although virtual, a time to recognise and celebrate your child's progress thus far.
We then have our Open Book / Book Look events, when parents are invited into class at the end of term to sit
with their child and see their work. Dates and times for these can be found in this newsletter or on our website.
Grandparents are invited into The Oaktree School on Wednesday 30th March and will be greeted and waited on
by our children, but we are most looking forward to our Spring Extravaganza on Thursday 31st March. From
2:30pm to 3:30pm all families will be invited into school to visit each classroom at both The Oaktree and The
Hermitage school where children and parents will run stalls. There will be a vast array of fun filled activities to
take part in - including a visit to the Easter Bunny if this is what your child enjoys! Again, further information
will follow but if you are interested in supporting us with the organisation and
running of this event, please do contact me via the school office.
I recognise there are challenges in the world right now and am thankful that we have these opportunities to
look forward to and enable us to continue to build and celebrate community
spirit.
Have a great weekend and I look forward to seeing you in school soon.
Best wishes

Clare Spires
Executive Headteacher
The Oaktree and The Hermitage Schools,
St Johns,
Woking,

Tel 01483 474981, 01483 472047

The Hermitage School Academy Trust. This is a charitable company.

Oakwood Road, St. Johns Woking Surrey GU21 8UU Tel 01483 472047 Fax 01483 472313 info@hermitage.surrey.sch.uk

Nursery

Wow, what a busy half term we had exploring our exciting topic “Starry night.” We learnt about
nocturnal animals and how different the world looks at night. We created pictures of the night
sky using flour paint and talked about the craters we can see on the moon. The children enjoyed
creating dens outside, and habitats for the nocturnal animals using natural materials.

We also celebrated Chinese New Year and learnt about the exciting things they do to celebrate.
The children learnt that the colour red means good luck and that money is often given as a gift.
We used our gross motor skills to learn how to dance like dragons and move our bodies in
different ways to the music. The children were very busy in the creative area making lantern’s,
painting with the colour red and practicing our cutting skills to create dragon masks. The children
enjoyed using their dragon masks in our dragon dancing.

The caterpillars finished off their busy half term exploring their mini topic “Winter.” We talked
about what weather we see in winter, what clothes we need to wear outside and what arctic
animals we see in the Arctic and how they keep warm. The children had the opportunity to
explore ice play and talk about the changes that occur whilst the ice melts.

Year 1

The children have really enjoyed learning about our topic of ‘Bright Lights and Big City’.
They have spent a lot of time looking at the different landmarks in London as well as
London Taxis before creating their own. They have looked at models, thinking about the
taxis, wheels and chassis before desiging their own London Taxi and making them using
carboard boxes. Thank you for all of your donations!
We have been reading the book Claude in the City by Alex T. Smith and the children have
been able to write in role, create newspaper articles and leaflets. Once we had finished
writing the book the children wrote their own adventure of Claude at The Oaktree
School. In Science we have been on adventure walks, looking at the different tree types
as well as the changing weather and day length.
So far in this term we have been looking at a new book but we don’t know the title yet!
We have also been looking at mosaics and making our own transient art. We are looking
forward to finding out our new books title and learning how to count in 2s and 5s!

Year 3

The first half of the Spring term saw Year 3 carry on their exciting topic of the Ancient
Egyptians.
Art—painting an Egyptian portrait by mixing primary colours to make secondary colours
In Art, the children drew and painted Ancient Egyptian portraits. They studied painting
from tomb walls and used elements of these in their own work. The final pieces were very
effective. Well done, Year 3!

History—exploring events from history through drama
In order to truly experience what it was like for Howard Carter to see inside Tutankhamun’s
tomb for the first time, Year 3 worked in teams to crawl through the narrow, airless tunnels
to be the first people to set their eyes upon the treasures within! They had one minute to
explore, then had to come out and draw the treasure that they found for their team mates.

Year 5
Year 6
In Year 5 we have been enjoying our topic about the Tudors. We looked at different Tudor
portaits and then had a go drawing our own. Can you recognise the famous people in the
portaits below?

We also went on a school trip to visit Hampton Court Palace. It was amazing to see the
place that Henry VIII actually used to live!

In DT we designed and made Tudor puppets. We wrote play scripts based on an event in
the Tudor period of history. We then used our puppets to perform a show to the rest of
the class. We have all really enjoyed learning about the Tudors.

Diary Dates

The Hermitage School

The Oaktree School

28/02/22 to 4/03/22—Book Week

5/01/22 - Start of Term

28/02/22—Author Workshops

18/01/22 - Yr2 Blue Reef Aquarium

28/02/22—Year 6—BOOK LOOK –2.50-3:10pm

7/02/22 - Yr2 Parents SATs talk – 2.15 – 3.00pm

2/03/22 —SEND Parent/Teacher consultations
3.30– 5.30 pm

14/02/22 to 18/02/22 - Half Term

01/03/22—Year 4—BOOK LOOK –2.50-3:10pm

22/02/22- Children return to school

3/03/22 —World Book Day

28/02/22 –Children to bring in favourite book

3/03/22 —Year 3 —BOOK LOOK –2.50-3:10pm

01/03/22- Clare Luther— Author visit and workshop

4/03/22 —Book character dress-up day

3/03/22 - Yr1 Parents Phonic Check Talk -9–9.30am

4/03/22—Year 5 —BOOK LOOK –2.50-3:10pm

3/03/22 - World Book Day

8/03/22 —Parent/Teacher consultations 3.30 – 6.00

03/03/22 - Bounce for Books Sponsored Event

10/03/22 —Parent/Teacher consultations 3.30 –6.00

04/03/22 - World Book Day Dress Up

11/03/22—CAKE SALE for March Sports Relief 11th

07/03/22—Year 2 - BOOK LOOK –2.50-3:10pm

11/03/22—Orchard —BOOK LOOK –2.50-3:10pm

08/03/22 - Parent Consultation

14/03/22 to 18/03/22—Science Week

09/03/22—Year 1 - BOOK LOOK –2.50-3:10pm

22/03/22— Talent Show Final

10/03/22- Parent Consultation

23/03/22 to 25/03/22— YR4 Hindleap Warren
residential trip

14/03/22— EYFS - BOOK LOOK –2.50-3:10pm

23/03/22 —Choir performing at Woking Music
Festival – Dorking Halls

30/03/22 - Grandparents Festival – 9.00 – 10.30am

28/03/22 —Yr3 Spring Celebration Event 8.50am
29/03/22 —Easter Egg Competition
30/03/22 - Science Circus Show
1/04/22 — End of term 2.00pm

21/02/22 - Inset Day

18/03/22 - Year 1 School Trip - Legoland

31/03/22 - Spring Fair

The Hermitage School and The Oaktree School
Term dates and INSET days for 2022-23
Autumn Term 2022
Thursday
Friday

1st September
2

nd

September

SCHOOL CLOSED - INSET DAY
SCHOOL CLOSED - INSET DAY

Monday

5th September

First day of Autumn Term 1

Friday

21st October

Last day of Autumn Term 1

24th – 28th October

AUTUMN HALF TERM

Monday

31st October

First day of Autumn Term 2

Friday

16th December

Last day of Autumn Term 2

Spring Term 2023
Tuesday

3rd January

SCHOOL CLOSED - INSET DAY

Wednesday

4th January

First day of Spring Term 1

Friday

10th February

Last day of Spring Term 1

13th – 17th February

SPRING HALF TERM

Monday

20th February

SCHOOL CLOSED – INSET DAY

Tuesday

21st February

First day of Spring Term 2

Friday

31st March

Last day of Spring Term 2

Summer Term 2023
Monday

17th April

First day of Summer Term 1

Monday

1st May

May Day Bank Holiday

Friday

26th May

Last day of Summer Term 1

29th May – 2nd June

SUMMER HALF TERM

Monday

5th June

First day of Summer Term 2

Friday

21st July

Last Day of Summer Term 2

Please note a final INSET day is TBC

Walking Instructors needed

Dear Parent / Guardian,
Our school is assisting Surrey County Council’s Safer Travel Team to help them recruit
for Walking Instructors, as part of their new Walking Training programme for primary
schools.
What is the Walking Training programme?
The Walking Training Programme is a road safety and active travel skills awareness
course that will be aimed at children ages 7 to 8 years old (Year 3). It will provide pupils
with road safety skills to better enable them to safely walk to and from school with their
parents and carers and prepare them for independent travel.
Further information about the Walking Training course can be found here.
What is a Walking Instructor?
Surrey County Council are currently recruiting for several Surrey based Walking Instructors to facilitate this course. Their aim is to provide primary school pupils
with the necessary road safety skills and knowledge through a series of in-class and on
-road training modules.
A Walking Instructor will be able to lead a small group of 7-8-year-old pupils in the playground and on the road, outside the school gates, to provide them with necessary road
safety skills and knowledge. Delivering an informative, robust and entertaining programme of learning that highlights the necessary road safety skills, providing Year 3
pupils with the foundation to feel safe and comfortable as a pedestrian navigating Surrey's roads.
There are many benefits to becoming a Walking Instructor, including: being at the forefront of a new active and sustainable travel programme in Surrey; working with pupils
to encourage walking to school and providing them with the necessary road safety
skills. We will also provide you with a competitive salary, flexible working that can be
based in and around the school day as well as full training, including safeguarding and
First Aid.
Who would be an ideal Walking Instructor?
Someone that has experience working with primary aged children, in either a professional or personal manner.
Interested in encouraging primary school-age pupils to feel more confident traveling
actively and sustainably to school.
Interested in road safety and or active travel.
Confident engaging children of 7-8 years old both in the classroom and during the
on-road training elements of the course.
Confident working on your own, as some courses may not have another Instructor
attending with you.
Looking for a flexible, term time position.
Competitive salary.
Full training provided, included safeguarding and First Aid.
If this sounds like a job you or someone you know may be interested in, please find further information on the job profile and how to apply below:
Apply to become a paid Walking Instructor

Mindworks is here for you
Mindworks Surrey is the children and young people's emotional wellbeing and
mental health service.
The crisis line is for children and young people in mental health crisis. It is
available 24/7 on 0800 915 4644.
The neurodevelopmental helpline is for parents of children with autism and
ADHD. It is available between 5pm and 11pm on 0300 222 5755.
Please see the Mindworks Surrey - Helpful numbers graphic.
Visit Mindworks Surrey (https://www.mindworks-surrey.org/) for more information on
our emotional wellbeing and mental health services for children and young people in
Surrey.

REMINDERS
Class Assemblies
Redwood Class - 27th April
Monkey Puzzle Class - 4th May
Silver Birch Class - 11th May
Sycamore Class - 18th May
Hawthorn Class - 27th May
Oak Class - 10th June
Willow Class - 15th June

Orchard Class - 22nd June
Tamarisk Class - 6th July
Chestnut Class- 13th July

Author Workshop – 28th February
Parents Evening – 8th March and 10th March
Sports Relief - Friday 11th March
The house captains are very excited to announce a charity cake sale for sports relief during
break on Friday 11th March. Each coloured team will compete in order to see who can raise
the most money for this worthwhile charity. Cakes will be on sale for 50p at break time and
after school at a discounted cost of 30p on the football playground.
As part of this fund-raising effort, we would ask for as many cake donations as possible
which we can then sell. Please can all donations come to the hall on the morning of Friday
11th and be placed on your child’s colour team table. Please label cake tins and cake tin lids
with your child's name and class in order that they can be returned at the end of the day.
Please help to support your child’s team and raise money for charity.
Data Sheets— Please return by Friday 4th March
Knowledge Organisers - will be uploaded to The Hermitage website as when they are available.

