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Dear Parents,
Smiles all round this month, as we close the spring term ahead of the Easter Holidays.
We kicked off the month with a fanfare of activities in Book Week. It was a joy to see children celebrating
reading, sharing favourite reads across the two schools again and let’s not forget the very memorable Bounce
for Books. Many of our World Book Day costumes made it into the Woking News and Mail newspaper. Huge
thank you to all the staff but particularly Mrs Larsen and Mrs Kimani for all the organising.
HOPA helped children to raise an incredible £725 for the school during Twosday (2.2.22). Thank you to all of our
parents for your generous donations.
We welcomed our parents into school again to our Open Book events. Your children thoroughly enjoy sharing
their learning with you. I hope you enjoyed this too.
Shortly after this, all the children celebrated Science week. The Children were in awe as they watched experiments unfold and made predictions and tested hypothesis. We are so grateful to the many guest speakers who
shared their knowledge with the children, inspiring them to ask questions and remain curious. Thank you to Mrs
Curtis and Mrs Iqbal, our science leaders.
Our cakes sales in the two schools raised a combined total of almost £500 for Sports Relief—the children's
chosen charity this term.
Year 3 carried out their spring term performance in The Hermitage School hall instead of the Amphitheatre as
the weather was less kind on this day. There was certainly a distinct lack of “Blue Skies” and we could not “see
clearly now the rain had gone” but the misty morning did not affect the year 3’s vocal performance. They were
in fine voice and enjoyed singing to a live audience again.
So much excitement - it amazed me quite how much we are able to fit in one month. But if this wasn’t enough,
we finished term with our first Spring Extravaganza yesterday. A whole host of exciting activities for all of the
family, and it was so lovely to see so many families joining us.
We look forward to welcoming you back again into school for the start of the Summer Term. Have an enjoyable,
restful and rewarding Easter Holiday.
Best wishes

Clare Spires
Executive Headteacher
The Oaktree and The Hermitage Schools,
St Johns,
Woking,
The Hermitage School Academy Trust. This is a charitable company.
Oakwood Road, St. Johns Woking Surrey GU21 8UU Tel 01483 472047 Fax 01483 472313 info@hermitage.surrey.sch.uk

Reception
This half term’s topic is Ready, Steady, Grow! The children have been learning about plants and growing. They
have explored where our food comes from and have learned more about farming. They have grown some herbs
and observed the different stages of growth, watching as the plant changes using magnifying glasses.
This topic has been focused on Science. They children have been developing their observation, questioning and
investigation skills. They have had a further opportunity to develop and apply these skills during Science week.
We were lucky enough to have a visit from Mark with the Life Bus. The children were taught about different
systems within the body as well as the importance of hygiene and exercise.

The children have also been investigating the signs of spring and exploring the changes in the natural world
around them. They have also learned about how animals change and have begun to investigate life cycles. They
have been introduced to the life cycle of the frog and have used crafts and roleplay to develop their
understanding.

The children have now learned most of their sounds and have begun to apply them when reading or when
writing labels and simple sentences. In Maths the children have been exploring the composition of numbers to
10, including identifying odds and evens and doubles numbers.

Year 2
This month in English the children have been reading the book ‘The Bee who Spoke’ to inspire them in their
writing. They really enjoyed learning about bees, as well as writing their own stories.

This week has been Science week and the week started off with a whole school assembly where Mrs Curtis
shared the first science experiment of the week ‘Elephants toothpaste’. Throughout the week children have
learnt about different scientist during snack time. Please ask them what they remember about Professor Brian
Cox, Sir David Attenborough, Mary Anning and Galileo Galilei!

The children have had the opportunity to take part in a number of other experiments across the week, including using their own observations and ideas to answer the question, ‘What are the properties of a paper towel?’.

We were also visited by the Life Bus, part of Coram Life Education, where the children learnt about keeping
their bodies healthy. The children learnt about the importance of eating well, sleeping lots and taking regular
exercise. Mrs Prentice, one of our School Governors, also visited and commented that it ‘was informing and
amusing and kept the class enthralled. We all learned something, including the fact that figs contain calcium.
The children behaved beautifully’.

Year 4
Year 6
This week, the majority of Year 4 have been on the residential at Hindleap Warren and what fun they have had! I
am sure they will rejoice in telling you all about their adventures…after they’ve had a rest of course.
While they have been away, we have also been doing a variety of different activities at school too. These include
investigating our names in fractions, chalk drawings based on Kandinsky, exploring OS and theme park maps, researching endangered species and outdoor poetry.
The children have also explored mythical beasts and carefully sketched these before designing their own. Take a
look at some of their amazing art below!

Year 6
Year 6

It has been a busy time in Year 6 in the last couple of months. The house captains were very excited to be asked
to run a book swap for the school. The school hall was full of good quality books which had been donated. Any
child who donated a book was then able to take a new book home – some children spent quite some time making their selections so they got just the right book for them. Books that were left over were then sorted and each
class library received 12 new books. A highly successful event.

In science, we have been learning about light. We have learnt that light travels in straight lines but by using reflection and mirrors we could make a device - a periscope - to see round corners. We learnt about their use in
submarines and in the trenches of Belgium in World War 1. After making our own periscopes, we then
re-enacted a WW1 battlefield – great fun was had by all.

Year 6 have also been busy raising money for charity. On Friday 11 th March, they ran a cake sale, both at break
time and after school to raise money for Sports Relief. After all the cakes were sold, they managed to raise a
total in excess of £300. Thank you to everyone for their donations.

Choir
Year 6
Yesterday on the 23rd of March, the Hermitage Choir went to Dorking Halls for probably the biggest concert
we have ever been to! It was amazing how the theatre was so large and had such a big
audience.
We practised for about an hour, standing in place and getting to know the songs better. After lots of practising, we finally got a break to have dinner. We had time to eat and play for a bit until we were called onto
the stage.
The concert was about climate change and how to help save the world. It was a really cool experience to do.
The band were spectacular but Cole (our director for the evening) was just…I have no words for him! He was
so kind and funny! At the end, we sang songs from different countries around the world. One of our favourite
songs was ‘Abeeyo’ which comes from Australia.
Also, we heard the Surrey Youth Choir and the Junior Choir perform. They were really good and worked really
hard.
We really enjoyed it – even though it was very tiring!
By Cherry and Elouise

Polling Day - Thursday 5th May 2022

Year 6

After a lot of debating and effort I am delighted to share that Woking Borough Council have agreed to move the
Polling Station out of The Oaktree School building. Instead they have agreed to erect two marquees on part of
The Hermitage staff car park. This will mean that no education is disrupted and that all the children in both
schools remain safe. Thank you to all who helped us achieve this outcome. Our voice was heard.

Butterfly Garden
On Thursday 10th March The Oaktree School welcomed 16 volunteers who kindly gave up their time and energy
to help us revamp and develop the overgrown butterfly garden. During Covid this area has become overgrown,
tired and the area in general did not attract wildlife.
The charity Employee Volunteering, paired our project up with this incredibly productive team. They laid new
decking, painted fences and kindly planted the £300 worth of donated plants. Now the children will once again
be able to observe, learn about and enjoy the wildlife attracted to our newly developed garden. Thank you once
again to the team of volunteers.

Bounce for Books
Thank you so much for all your support for our Bounce for Books. We have raised over 1800 pounds which is
amazing! The children have loved being involved in choosing and ordering new books for their class libraries.
Thank you again for helping to make this event such a success.

Sports News
Year 6
Some of the Year 6 Girls Netball team took part in a Cardinals Netball tournament at SJB School earlier this week.
They played fantastically and managed to make into the Quarter-finals after two loses and a win
againstBrookwood. For the Quarter final match they were against Horsell and unfortunately lost 3-1. Well done
to all that took part.
On Thursday 31st March, more of the Year 6 girls are taking part in matches against New Haw School. News will
follow with how they got on after Easter.
We are looking forward to a summer term full of more sporting opportunities for children throughout the school!

Charlotte King—Monkey Puzzle
Charlotte has been busy training Friday evenings and every other Monday to play tournaments in the under 10s.
Her team got second in the Surrey Cup to go through to be 1 of the 2 teams to represent Surrey and play the
South East (against 2 teams from Kent and 2 from East Sussex). They came first in a tournament at Old Georgians Hockey Club (from 8 teams), first against at a mini tournament at home and 3rd in a tournament at Guildford hockey club at the weekend (from 8 teams). The season is coming to an end before summer training starts
ahead of next season. Some well earned weeks off coming up.

Heathy Snacks
All children in Early Years and Key Stage 1 are currently provided with a piece of fruit or vegetable by the
Government to eat daily during morning playtime.
“The government recommends that we eat at least five portions of a variety of fruit and vegetables per Day. This
is based on epidemiological evidence indicating an association between the consumption of more than 400g a
Day of fruit and vegetables with a reduced risk of certain diet related chronic diseases, such as heart disease,
stroke and some cancers.”
DfE Government 5 A Day logo Licensing guidelines
We intend to continue to promote this Public Health England message by insisting on children in The Hermitage
eating only fruit or vegetables during morning break time. After Easter, we will be promoting this message and
monitoring mid morning snacks. Please help us to support our childrens health, by keeping all other snacks and
food for lunchtime or after school.
We will no longer accept cereal bars as many of these contain nuts, or are high in sugar. Children bringing
alternative snacks into school, such as crisps, fruit winders, yogurt coated fruit snacks or bars will be asked to eat
them at lunchtime.

Nut free !
Can I also take this opportunity to remind all Parents that both The Oaktree and The Hermitage are nut free
schools - we have many children with allergies and for this reason no nuts may be brought on site. Please refrain
from Nutella in sandwiches also.

Diary Dates

The Hermitage School

The Oaktree School

1/04/22 — End of term 2.00pm

31/03/22 - Spring Fair

19/04/22—Year 4 & 5 Eco Workshops

31/03/22 - Spring Eggstravaganza

19/04/22—Year 4 & Year 6 Swimming

1/04/22 - End of Term - 1.55pm

20/04/22—Year 4 & Year 6 Swimming

19/04/22 – Return to School

21/04/22—Year 4 & Year 6 Swimming

21/04/22 – Bumblebee Class Assembly – 9.00am

22/04/22—Year 5 & Year 6 Swimming

28/04/22 – Dragonfly Class Assembly – 9.00am

25/04/22—Year 5 & Year 6 Swimming

26/04/22—Year 5 & Year 4 Swimming
27/04/22—Year 4 & Year 5 Swimming

05/05/22 – Ladybird Class Assembly – 9.00am
12/05/22 – Robin Class Assembly – 9.00am
19/05/22 – Squirrel Class Assembly – 9.00am
20/05/22 – Year R – School Trip

27/04/22—Redwood Class Assembley

26/05/22 – Hedgehog Class Assembly – 9.00am

28/04/22—Year 5 Swimming

26/05/22 – Class Photos

04/05/22—Monkey Puzzle Class Assembly

30th May – 4th June – Half Term

05/05/22—Polling Day

09/06/22 – Year 2 – Windsor Castle

09/05/22—Year 6 SATS Week

16/06/22 – Owl Class Assembly – 9.00am

11/05/22—Silver Birch Class Assembly

22/06/22 – Fox Class Assembly – 9.00am

18/05/22—Sycamore Class Assembly

23/06/22—Sports Day

23/05/22—Platinum Jubilee Tea Party

30/06/22—Rabbit Class Assembly—9.00am

25/05/22—Year 5 Residential
27/05/22—Hawthorn Class Assembly
10/06/22—Oak Class Assembly
15/06/22—Willow Class Assembly
22/06/22—Orchard Class Assembly
06/07/22—Tamarisk Class Assembly
13/07/22— Chestnut Class Assembly

The Hermitage School and The Oaktree School
Term dates and INSET days for 2022-23
Autumn Term 2022
Thursday
Friday

1st September
2

nd

September

SCHOOL CLOSED - INSET DAY
SCHOOL CLOSED - INSET DAY

Monday

5th September

First day of Autumn Term 1

Friday

21st October

Last day of Autumn Term 1

24th – 28th October

AUTUMN HALF TERM

Monday

31st October

First day of Autumn Term 2

Friday

16th December

Last day of Autumn Term 2

Spring Term 2023
Tuesday

3rd January

SCHOOL CLOSED - INSET DAY

Wednesday

4th January

First day of Spring Term 1

Friday

10th February

Last day of Spring Term 1

13th – 17th February

SPRING HALF TERM

Monday

20th February

SCHOOL CLOSED – INSET DAY

Tuesday

21st February

First day of Spring Term 2

Friday

31st March

Last day of Spring Term 2

Summer Term 2023
Monday

17th April

First day of Summer Term 1

Monday

1st May

May Day Bank Holiday

Friday

26th May

Last day of Summer Term 1

29th May – 2nd June

SUMMER HALF TERM

Monday

5th June

First day of Summer Term 2

Friday

21st July

Last Day of Summer Term 2

External Vacancies within The SWAN Trust
Listed below are current vacancies, please click on the following link to apply:

https://www.eteach.com/schools/the-swan-trust-71326

Mindworks is here for you
Mindworks Surrey is the children and young people's emotional wellbeing and
mental health service.
The crisis line is for children and young people in mental health crisis. It is
available 24/7 on 0800 915 4644.
The neurodevelopmental helpline is for parents of children with autism and
ADHD. It is available between 5pm and 11pm on 0300 222 5755.
Please see the Mindworks Surrey - Helpful numbers graphic.
Visit Mindworks Surrey (https://www.mindworks-surrey.org/) for more information on
our emotional wellbeing and mental health services for children and young people in
Surrey.

REMINDERS
Class Assemblies
Redwood Class - 27th April
Monkey Puzzle Class - 4th May
Silver Birch Class - 11th May
Sycamore Class - 18th May
Hawthorn Class - 27th May
Oak Class - 10th June
Willow Class - 15th June

Orchard Class - 22nd June
Tamarisk Class - 6th July
Chestnut Class- 13th July

Knowledge Organisers - will be uploaded to The Hermitage website as when they are available.

