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Dear Parents and Carers,
Happy New Year! If it is not too late to still say that? We are still in January, just! What a great start to term and the new year it has
been. The enthusiasm is palpable and like many of the children and staff, I breathed a sigh of relief that we were able to return to
school, unlike this time last year. I hope you are all feeling the same. Thank you for all of your support and understanding this month
as we have seen an increase in positive cases. Your children have been very flexible and shown great values as classes within year
groups have been mixed. Please do continue to test your children at the weekend ahead of their return to school on a Monday to
help us identify those who are asymptomatic and if you, your child or indeed anyone in your household is experiencing any symptoms
at all, please do stay at home, take a lateral flow test and wait for the results to keep us all safe. Thank you in advance for your
cooperation on this.
This half term we are focusing on the value of Responsibility. This value is important in reminding us all that if we want a clean, safe
world we have to play our part, by taking responsibility to look after the environment around us and to be peaceful in our actions. We
need to support each other to uphold our responsibilities. We hope that you and your family will join with us as we promote this value
in school.
In assemblies and in class the children will explore various responsibilities each of hold and we hear from examples of each of these.
Such as;

· Legal Responsibility (to the laws of the land)
· Family Responsibility (to your parents and other family members)
· Community Responsibility (to your local community)
· Responsibility to Customs, Traditions, Beliefs and Rules
· Personal Responsibility (to yourself)
Moral Responsibility (to other people, animals and the Earth)
The children have also taken time during this half term already to consider the things they have a responsibility for; reflected on the
importance of being responsible and begun to learn that with rights, there are also responsibilities. Please take time to discuss this
value at home too. If you would like any further information about our Values programme, please don’t hesitate to contact me via the
school office.
Yours sincerely,
Best wishes

Clare Spires
Executive Headteacher
The Oaktree and The Hermitage Schools,
St Johns,
Woking,
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Oakwood Road, St. Johns Woking Surrey GU21 8UU Tel 01483 472047 Fax 01483 472313 info@hermitage.surrey.sch.uk

Reception
Reception Newsletter

This half term’s topic is Long Ago. The children are learning about the changes made over time. They have
ordered key events from their own lives as well as exploring the different generations within their families.

We were lucky enough to have visits from two mummies with their babies. The children were able to ask
questions and find out what they can do now that they couldn’t do when they were younger.

They then wrote cards and letters and made books to reflect their learning.
The cold weather has given the children lots of opportunities to explore the signs of winter. They have been
wrapping up warm and heading outside to investigate the ice forming on different materials and the change in
the natural world around them.
The children have also begun their visits to the school library. They made their library paddles and explored the
non-fiction area. Soon they will begin to borrow books to bring home.
We are very proud of how hard the children have been working on their reading. Many of our children have now
achieved their Bronze certificates and some even have their Silver! Keep up the hard work!

Year 2
Year 2 went on their first ever school trip last week and they had a great time! They visited the Blue Reef centre in Southsea and walked along the beach to the pier as part of their ‘Coastlines’ topic. The children were
excited from the minute they came into school as they were looking forward to seeing the sea creatures, as
well as going on the coach and having lunch with their friends. Thank you to all the parent helpers who supported the Year 2 on this trip.
The children really enjoyed walking along the beach looking at the physical and human features that they
have been learning about. They also walked to the end of the pier so that they could look back on the coastline. On the beach they saw a sculptured fish full of plastic which prompted a discussion around our School
value of ‘Responsibility’ and how we all need to be responsible citizens and throw our rubbish away to save
sea life and to look after our environment.
Back in the classroom, in DT the children have used junk modelling to create a prototype of a beach hut they
had previously designed. This week the children used wood and a glue guns to join the wood together to create a beach hut frame based on their designs and the prototype. In Science they have been learning about
different materials and will be using this knowledge to finish their beach huts.
In English the children have been reading the story of ‘The Secret of Black Rock’ and have been really enjoyed
using their imagination to think about what the secret may be. This week the children have been writing information booklets and will include the knowledge they learnt from the trip as well as some of the information
that they have gained from the story. One of the questions that they answered in their booklets was ‘Why do
we need to take care of the fish in our oceans?’

Year 4

In the second half of the Autumn Term, Year 3 have been studying the Ancient Egyptians. They have been using
the STEM room to conduct experiments and also to bake in this topic.

DT—making Ancient Egyptian flatbreads
For DT this term, the children in Year 3 made flatbreads using an authentic recipe from Ancient Egypt. They
made sure that they stayed safe and hygienic while they worked.

History—How the Egyptians mummified their dead
To make mummification come to life (no pun intended), the Year 3 children followed the steps of this
to mummify tomatoes! It was a hands-on and fun way to commit this complex process to memory.

process

Year 6
Year 6
Year 6 had a very enjoyable time doodling in Art Week. Apparently, doodles are simple drawings which may be
composed of random and abstract lines but they are different from scribbles which are when the pen
never lifts the paper. Here are some samples of their doodles:-

Can you recognise the famous artworks?

Governor News
Hello,
I’m Charlotte Hill and I have been a Governor at the Hermitage (and now jointly with Oaktree)
for the last 6 years. I initially put myself forward as I wanted to help the school and I wanted to
be part of making sure the school is the best it can be for our children. I work full time as a civil servant and my particular interests are safety, safeguarding and protection.
I am currently the Governor for Safeguarding and joint Vice chair.
As Governors we have a
local governing body meeting each term so we can check if there are any issues and it gives
any opportunity to hear developments and good practices across schools and in each key subject. We have an input on school spending and offer an opportunity to support the Executive
head and the school as a whole. We all attend various training as governors to ensure we are
up to date with the most current legislation affecting schools.
Before COVID we would have lunch meetings with some of the class reps which was always an
interesting and rewarding session, usually the children would have a suggestion that we spend
money on putting in a swimming pool or buying a giraffe to live in the field! As well as more
achievable suggestions like increasing dinner portion size for the year 6’s, who generally have a
bigger appetite than the year 3’s. This was acted on and achieved. I am looking forward to
when we can get back into visiting the school and popping into classes to speak to the children
(post COVID restrictions allowing).
As safeguarding Governor I have meetings with both the school Safeguarding leads for each
schools and I produce a report for the benefit of the other governors. I check that there is suitable support and systems in place for not only the children but the staff as well. I attend key
training and also meet other Safeguarding Governors across the Swan from other schools to
discuss what they do in their schools and share best practices.
I have found being a Governor very rewarding, it is lovely seeing how happy and safe our children feel when I speak to them.

Online safety for kids - YouTube
Two Choices

Every family has a different approach to how they use technology, explore online, and set digital ground rules.
That’s why you tube offer options for you to decide which YouTube experience is best for your unique family.
Supervised Experience builds on the historic (and pretty poor) Restricted Mode, which is essentially a filter allowing users to block content which is deemed for adult users only. There are now 3 filtering levels which are:
 Explore - for users 9+.
 Explore More - for users 13+
Most of YouTube - all content excluding content marked as 18+.
Importantly, parents can manage these settings from their own device via Google Family Link.
An app made just for kids
A separate app built from the ground up to be a safer and simpler experience for kids to explore, with tools for
parents and caregivers to guide their journey.

Create individual profiles as unique as your kids
With personalized content selections and settings

Choose a content setting
Select from options for ages 4 and under, 5-8, and 9-12, or handpick content yourself

Set screen time limits, block videos, and more
Parental controls to manage your family’s experience

Fun on every screen
Enjoy YouTube Kids on mobile, desktop, and Smart TVs
YouTube Kids has a much smaller set of content available than YouTube’s main app and website. We work
hard to keep videos on YouTube Kids family-friendly and use a mix of automated filters built by our engineering teams, human review, and feedback from parents to protect our community. But not all videos have been
manually reviewed. If you find something inappropriate that we missed, you can flag it for fast review. This
makes the app better for everyone.

Online Sexual Harassment
The Children's Commissioner for England has released a new guide for talking to young people
about online sexual harassment called "The Things I Wish My Parents Had Known". It is based on
the experiences and opinion of young people with simple but very important tips.
The full PDF guide can be found HERE

Diary Dates

The Hermitage School

The Oaktree School

5/01/22 — Start of Term

5/01/22 - Start of Term

13/01/22 — Yr3 Freshwater Theatre visit - TBC

18/01/22 —Yr2 Blue Reef Aquarium

17/01/22 to 21/01/22 - Art Week

7/02/22 —Yr2 Parents SATs talk – 2.15 – 3.00pm

19/01/22 - Chestnut Class Assembly

14/02/22 to 18/02/22—Half Term

20/01/22 to 25/01/22— Life Bus visit

21/02/22 — Inset Day

26/01/22 — Hawthorn Class Assembly

22/02/22—Children return to school

27/01/22 - Yr4 Rainforest Workshops

2/02/22 - Oak Class Assembly

3/03/22— Yr1 Parents Phonic Check Talk - 9.00 –
9.30am

9/02/22—Yr5 Hampton Court trip

3/03/22 —World Book Day

9/02/22—Monkey Puzzle Class Assembly

8/03/22—Parent Consultation

14/02/22 to 18/02/22—Half Term

10/03/22— Parent Consultation

21/02/22 — Inset Day

30/03/22— Grandparents Festival – 9.00 – 10.30am

28/02/22 to 4/03/22—Book Week

31/03/22 – Spring Fair

28/02/22—Author Workshops

1/04/22—End of Term - 1.55pm

2/03/22 — Tamarisk Class Assembly

2/03/22 —SEND Parent/Teacher consultations 3.30
– 5.30
3/03/22 —World Book Day
4/03/22 —Book character dress-up day
8/03/22 —Parent/Teacher consultations 3.30 – 6.00
10/03/22 —Parent/Teacher consultations 3.30 –6.00
14/03/22 to 18/03/22—Science Week
22/03/22— Talent Show Final
23/03/22 to 25/03/22— Yr4 Hindleap Warren
residential trip
23/03/22 —Choir performing at Woking Music
Festival – Dorking Halls
28/03/22 —Yr3 Spring Celebration Event 8.50am
29/03/22 —Easter Egg Competition
30/03/22 - Science Circus Show
1/04/22 — End of term 2.00pm

Woking Family Centre
Virtual SEND Parent and Carer Support Group
Taking place via ZOOM every Monday for five weeks; 10th January, 17th January,
24th January, 31st January and 7th February 2022

9.30 – 11.00am
We are excited to announce we will be running a five week virtual support group
for parents and carers of children 0 – 16 years with SEND.
We will be exploring these topics over the five weeks and there is also time for
exploring further support and information upon request.
Week 1 – Introductions (Monday 10th January)
Week 2 - Boundaries, Keeping us all safe (Monday 17th January)
Week 3 – Useful parenting tools and tips (Monday 24th January)
Week 4 – Food fads and sleep (Monday 31st January)
Week 5 – EHCP, DLA other funding options, support networks (Monday 7th Feb)

If you would like to attend the sessions, please register your interest with

kesara.cheena@woking.gov.uk and we will send you all of the log in details
needed for the session.

We look forward to welcoming you all soon
Woking Family Centre Team

